Fifty years….

Although I moved to Mountain Lakes in 1956 and spent just the last three years of high school there, I’ve been blessed with many friends and memories.

After graduation, I went to Boston College ( pre Flutie & much easier to get into ). O’Donnell followed the next year and then Claire Tyrrell in 1961. The choice was easy, I married Claire in 1968.

Upon graduation in 1963, I embarked on a 42+ year career in Information Technology.  This path has taken me through the financial industry (Merrill Lynch & Paine Webber), insurance (New York Life & AXA-Equitable), consulting (Electronic Data Systems & the forgettable stephenson consulting ) and through most of the technical disciplines, from internal systems software development, large scale project management and management. I retired in December, 2006 from AXA-Equitable as a Director. 

Claire and I lived in Manhattan until my daughter Caren (40) was born, then Bronxville, NY where Cristen (39) was born and moved to Fanwood, NJ in 1971 where Garr (34) and Matthew (32) arrived.  

Claire passed away in 1995. We had been married for 27 wonderful years.
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Caren and her husband, Jim, live in Fanwood, NJ. She teaches English at Piscataway H.S. They have two children, Declan (9) and Claire Elizabeth (5).
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Cristen and her husband Matt, live Shewsbury, NJ. They have three children, Sam, Rebecca Claire (6) and Mara (4).
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Garr Jr. is in the Del Mar CA. He was married last month to Holly.  He is in large scale project management. (I think his wedding planner carried a PMBOK.)
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Matthew and his wife, Alex, have recently moved back to California (San Diego) from Fanwood. They have one child (Anastasia) Mia (6). Matthew is enjoying a successful career in sales with Smarsh Inc., a technology company offering data capture, archiving and compliance solutions.
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As to the rest of the family, my Mom has been in Runnells Hospital in Berkeley Heights, NJ for the past 4 years. My brother Jack is in Millburn, sister Barbara is in North Carolina, Terry is in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, Doug (& wife Barbara Marsden) is in Naperville, IL, Bobby (& wife Marlene Decker) is in Fort Mill, SC, Brad is in San Clemente, CA,  Glenn ( with Mountain Lakes Plumbing) is in Reno, NV and Sean (& Jill McCabe – Franny’s daughter) is in Boonton Township.
Five years ago,  I met Ellen Earl through a mutual friend. Ellen was teaching Kindergarten at the McGinn elementary school in the Scotch Plains–Fanwood school district.  She retired in 2005 after 37 years of dealing with five year olds.  Apparently our mutual friend thought this prepared her for life with me. On the hike in the Tourne, if she asks you to walk silently in single file, it’s just old habits.
As it turns out, Ellen has taught most of my Fanwood friends’ children.  Some of my friends still call her Mrs. Earl.
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In September 2007, we sold our houses and bought a new home in Somerset NJ.

We spend about five weeks over the winter skiing. Bicycling, kayaking, hiking and traveling in the other seasons.
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I want to thank all the members of the committee, particularly Mike O’Donnell for leading the effort and I have a special remembrance of Diane Beneville  who nagged and threatened me for about six months to do something to get this 50th going.  
So I called Milke …
Looking forward to seeing everyone.

Garr

